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Trot racing
a strength,
an opportunity,
an asset,

for Europe.

                



Trot racing in Europe,  

key figures

                

races organised in 2018

 

of which 17 are members of the European Union

on  racetracks, including  

170 combined trot and gallop racecourses

bringing together 

different horses

that shared

by way of prize money

generating  

bets coming  

to nearly
  

mainly in the form  

of pari mutuel

providing  full time employment to approximately 

 

people

and occupying nearly 

 

 of farmland

5 0,497

in 21 countries

461

6 3,470

4 80 

8

1 00,000

5 00,000

million euros 

billion euros, 

hectares

 

 

       

  It is a major economic component 

  of the agricultural sector that 

  deserves to benefit from a 

  suitable legal and financial 

  framework enabling it to lastingly 

  play its full role as a leading 

  player in the common 

  agricultural policy within the 

  European Union.

(UET statistics 2018)
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Background
                      

Purpose
                      

UET but not a member because the 
trot races are organised in combination 

The with amble races, whereas the latter  was  
first established in 1973, at the initiative are not approved by the UET.
of trot racing officials in Germany, 
France, Italy and the Nordic countries.  
It originally brought together 9 national  
federations in northern and southern The UET statutes provide for 
Europe who decided to pool their representation of each member 
efforts aimed at setting up a country by one trot federation officially 
supranational common entity. recognized by the government 
Its influence grew over time and it authorities (Article 3-1).
now brings together the Trot Racing The main purpose of the UET  
Authorities of 21 countries:, Austria, (Article 1) is the promotion of horse 
Belgium blic, Denmark, breeding, trotting races and horserace , Czech Repu
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, betting as well as their integrity and 
Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, prestige worldwide.
Malta, Norway, Netherlands, Russia, 
Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and 
Switzerland.
The United Kingdom is a partner of 

Union Européenne du Trot (UET)

What is  

the UET?

                

It has a A A comprising 
 made up of the comprising 10 members, a President, 2 Vice-

representatives of Trot presidents and a Secretary 
Racing Authorities in all General.
the member countries that 
meets at least once a year,

General Board of Directors Presidium, 
Assembly

The president 

Vice-presidents

The Secretary General 

M  Marj aana Alaviuhkola 

Mr Achille Cassart
Mr Camiel Mellegers

Mr Guillaume Maupas 

s

(Swedish) in January 20 19

 (Belgium)
 

(Netherlands)

(France)

Elected for a 3 year

The UET is structured as follows:
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Trot  
racing  
in Europe 
                

Races

                     

Human resources

                     

In 2018, 63,470 trotters took part in 50,497 

races at 460 racetracks. The significance of 

this activity varies considerably from one 

country to the next. In France, 16,670 horses 

took part in 11,183 races on 218 racetracks, 

whereas in Ireland for instance, 124 trotters 

competed in 207 races at 3 racetracks.

Trotters are placed in the hands of 5,189 

trainers who, if one considers professionals 

alone, in most cases have between 5 and 

20 horses in their yard. Together with the races, while others combine these with gallop 

staff employed in these establishments, it is races.

estimated that trotter training provides jobs 

to roughly 25,000 p peo le. These horses are 

ridden or driven by 5,903 professional jockeys 

or drivers, by 1,117 apprentices or lads and by 

13,220 amateurs. 

Depending on the country, these races 

comprise between 8 and 16 starters on 

average and the racing card generally offers 7 

to 12 races. Some programmes offer just trot 

5,189

25,000

5,903

1 ,117

1 3,220

 

 

TRAINERS

PEOPLE

JOCKEYS 

AND DRIVERS

APPRENTICES

AMATEURS
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Prize money
                     
Overall prize money for trotting races in 

Europe is 480 million euros paid out to 

registered owners or joint owners that 

number 31,233 to trainers and drivers as 

well as to the 11,663 breeders.

In most cases, the prize money comes from 

amounts levied on bets, the overall amount 

of which is about 8 billion euros. Public 

authorities also collect a levy on these bets, 

which, in some countries, is funnelled back 

into the horse industry.

Prize money for races varies enormously 

from one country to another depending on 

the magnitude of the activity. While it comes 

to 8,200 € per race on average en Europe, 

although in France it is 22,450 € and 

11,000 € in Sweden, it is less than 2,500 € 

in 8 countries of the European Union. As 

a result, the average expected gains for 

a trotter over 1 year, which are 15,000 € 

in France, fall to 8,000 € in Italy and often 

come to less than 3 000 € in Sweden.

  If one considers the cost of purchasing 

  the horse (on a one to one basis or by 

  auction) and the annual cost of training, 

  it is obvious that ownership and racing 

  of a trotter is a money-losing business 

  funded largely by owners themselves 

  to an extent that might rapidly become 

  untenable and lead to the collapse of the 

  entire ecosystem.
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Union Européenne du Trot  
7 rue d’Astorg, 75008 Paris, France 

Tel. : +33(0)1 49 77 14 03 

Fax. : 33(0)1 49 77 17 04

uet@letrot.com

www.uet-trot.eu 
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